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    Reticulated pythons, boa constrictors, and 
anacondas are some of the biggest snakes 

in the world.  Many people get confused 
about which is which. The first thing to note  



is that the anaconda is a species of boa, not a 
separate type of snake.These snakes are 
constrictors, killing their prey by wrapping 
around it and suffocating it. They are 
considered primitive snakes with two lungs
(most snakes have only one) and the remnants 
of hind legs and pelvic bones. But they have 
differences, too. Pythons have one more bone 
in their head than boas do and some additional 
teeth. Pythons are found



in the old world (Africa,Asia,Australia)while 
boas live in both the old world and the new 
world (North,Central,and South America). But 
the biggest difference is that pythons lay eggs 
while boas give birth to live young. They are 
found in rainforests,grasslands,and savannas,
woodlands,swamps,rocky outcrops,desert sand 
hills,and shrublands,depending on the species. 
Pythons may be active day or night,depending 
on species,habitat,and when prey is most 
active. Most pythons seek shelter in tree 
branches or hollows,among reeds,in rocky 
outcrops,or in 



abandoned mammal burrows. Two exceptions are 
the woma and black-headed pythons, the only 
pythons know to create their own burrow by 
digging with the head and scooping out the dirt by 
curving their neck. Their jaws are countersunk, 
lower jaw fitting inside the upper jaw, which keeps 
dirt out of the snake’s mouth. Reticulated pythons 
have been seen swimming in the ocean,which is 
probably how they originally got to the island in the 
pacific ocean, where some or them now live. 
Pythons have four rows of back-curving teeth in 
their upper jaw that they use for obtaining, holding, 
and moving prey back into the esophagus. 



Children pythons often enter caves to forage for 
roosting bats. Green tree pythons are yellow or 
red when they hatch. They take the adult’s 
green color between six months and two years 
old. Black-headed pythons seem to prefer 
eating others reptiles. Including venomous 
snakes. The scrub python is Australia’s largest 
snake,reaching up 
to 19 feet long.






