7526 East Taylor Street

Scottsdale, Arizona 85257

January 21, 2001

Richard Wagner

3811 North 44th Street

Phoenix, Arizona 85018

Dear Richard Wagner,
I am a second grade teacher at Hohokam Elementary School and have been teaching in Scottsdale for ten years. I am writing today to propose a project that I believe will benefit a great many teachers and students in the Scottsdale Unified School District.

I would like to create and be compensated for a series of Stanford 9 practice tests for grades 2-6. The tests will be unlike any now available to Scottsdale teachers.  I will write one 10-20 problem multiple-choice test for each of the 142 Content Clusters. I expect to spend an average of two hours per Content Cluster. If approved I will complete this project prior to the beginning of the 2001/2002 school year.

Having a separate test for each Content Cluster will help teachers to align curriculum with assessment. These tests will also serve as a means for guiding instruction.  Teachers will simply check previous years test results, target areas for improvement, refer to the appropriate test and design instruction accordingly. 

Each practice test will be formatted and written to look as much like the actual Stanford 9 as possible. Directions will be taken from Stanford 9 practice books which are worded the same as they are on the actual test. Questions will be modeled after samples in the Stanford Achievement Test Guide for Classroom Planning.

These practice tests would then be made available to teachers through one or more of three different ways:

· A web site, which I would create using HTML and Adobe Acrobat would allow teachers and parents to access, print and use the practice tests. The web site could also be made available via an INTRANET that would only be accessible to Scottsdale teachers.

· A CD-Rom that I would produce that would allow teachers to access and print out only the Content Cluster tests they need to use. The CDs could be duplicated and distributed to teachers at a fraction of the cost of printed materials.

· A printed copy of all 142 tests and their accompanying directions. 

In combination with the Stanford Teacher Report Form, these tests will be an invaluable tool that teachers may use to address student deficiencies based on the test scores of the previous year. A test that looks and sounds as much as possible like the actual Stanford 9 will more adequately prepare students. Research shows that many students are unable to generalize from vaguely similar practice tests to the actual test being targeted. 

I have created and implemented practice tests in the manner I have described. By studying and using the practice tests I have been able to focus my instruction and realize considerable gains in the focused areas. I believe that others can make the same gains using this resource.

If you have any questions regarding this proposal I would be more than happy to meet with you and discuss it further. 

I have attached my resume and a sample test for one Content Cluster.

Respectfully,
Michael Mann
Teacher
Hohokam Elementary School
cc:
Joanne Bauman

Dr. Barbara F. Erwin

