
Name:_______________                         

Partner:______________

ACTIVITY 1:  ADOPT A TREE

Find a tree that appeals to you and your partner.  It can be any type of tree within our 

exploration area.  You will need to collect data about this tree, so pay attention to where you are.

1. MAP THE LOCATION OF YOUR TREE- draw a map below indicating the location of your tree from the bus. Fill in any blanks with your data.


2. Using your Tree Identification Pamphlet, determine what type of tree you 

have adopted. Write its name here  __________________________________

3. Calculate the height of your tree.  Our tree is  _______________m.

4. Calculate the diameter of your tree at breast height (DBH).  Measure 137 cm 

above the ground.  Our tree’s DBH is  ______________cm.

5. Measure a 2 meter radius from the base of your tree in four directions.  

Imagine a circle surrounding your tree.  Now, look very closely in this circle. 

Make a data table below indicating  what you observe.  Tell what and how many. 



6. Collect some soil from around the base of  your tree.  Put the soil into your 

sandwich bag. This will be used for a pH test at school.  ph___________

7. Collect at least 10 leaves from your tree.  Put them carefully into your gallon 

size plastic bag. These will be for your leaf print T-shirt.

8. Write your observations about your tree for each of these topics. You will be using these observations/descriptions to write a poem about your tree later.

Signs of Life in your tree:__________________________________________

Smell:

Texture:_______________________________________________________

9.  Tree Type

Draw a picture of your tree below. Be sure to use color and show its unique characteristics, so you will be able to recognize it in February and April.

10. Choose one of the poetry forms we learned in class.  Tell which form you 


have selected



Write your poem below.  (This can be done back at school.)

ACTIVITY 2:  SCAVENGER HUNT

Many of the items I am asking you to find should not be removed from the environment.  If the item is OKAY to put into your plastic bag, it will have a * by it.  Otherwise, draw a colored picture of the item and tell where you located it. Good luck!

1. a feather *

2. a pinnately compound leaf*

3. a simple, entire leaf*

4. an exoskeleton*

5. something that makes noise

6. a bone*

7. a shelf (bracket) fungus

8. some lichen

9. a beetle

10. a fiddlehead

11. a palmately compound leaf*

12. a piece of fur*

13. some moss

14. a seed*

15. a conifer leaf*

16. something soft*

17. a liverwort

18. a snakeskin*

19. a simple, lobed leaf*

20. something unique that no one else would think of*

Indicate below the colored pictures of any items you could not collect. Be sure to label the picture and describe the location of where you found the item.

ACTIVITY 3:  ANIMAL DATA TABLE

Find a quiet spot with your partner where no one else can easily be seen.  Make sure you are comfortable.  Sit as quietly as possible. Wait a few moments and allow the environment to ‘settle down’.  Begin looking for signs of life.  Make a data table below to ‘quietly’ record your observations.



ACTIVITY 4:  SIGNS OF HUMAN PRESENCE

Since this area is open to the public, you would expect to see many different signs of human presence.  Look all around your exploration area. Using your gloves, pick up as many ‘human’ things as you can find and put them into your gargage bag.  Also, look on objects for ‘human’ signs. Make a data table below of what you observe.

			





										# of paces from bus_________





										Direction from bus_________





										Landmarks on your way to 										your tree: (list below)


											














